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Formulation 

This invention relates to novel skin care product formulations for topical application 
containing homeopathic quantities of plant extracts that enhance the skins natural 
5 repair processes. 

The inevitable ageing process of the skin, normally initiated around the age of 30, is 
characterised by the thinning and wrinkling of the epidermis, combined with the 
appearance of lines, creases, farrows and age spots. The process is associated with a 
10 reduction in the skins’ ability to repair and regenerate itself, the gradual breakdown 
collagen and elastin in the dermal layer, fat loss and the malfunctioning of 
melanocytes. A number of intrinsic and extrinsic factors contribute to this ageing 
process. Int rinsi c factors include alterations in the body’s hormonal balance, whilst 
the extrinsic factors include the long-term exposure to ultraviolet light and the 
15 accumulation of free radicals within the skin. 

A plethora of skin care products are known in the art which claim to be able to repair, 
renew and revitalise ageing skin. Many of these products contain antioxidants, such 
vitamins A, C and H, which neutralise the effects of free radicals. A number of these 
20 sVjn care products also comprise plant extracts, however the levels of the active 
components are considered herbal rather than homeopathic. For example, a skin 
cream composition manufactured by Chanel Inc. (US patent No. 5922331) contains 
both calendula anH aloe vera at a herbal level of 0.2% w/w of the composition, whilst 
homeopathic levels are considered to be at least 10-fold less. Whereas a homeopathic 
25 composition can be defined as containing minute doses of active natural 

drugs/substances, a herbal composition can be defined as consisting of, or made with 
aromatic herbs. 

Likewise, a cosmetic and dermatological composition for psoriatic skin, scalp 
30 treatment and care, described in WO01 66079, contains herbal rather than 

homeopathic levels of plant extracts, ranging from about 0.1 to about 10 % by weight 
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of aqueous-alcoholicglyceric extract of the mixture comprising nettle, chelidonia, oak 
bark, willow bark, calendula, dandelion root, camomile, achillea, dill and parsley. 

A further patent, US5723138, provides an adhesive type cosmetic product for 
5 removing wrinkles prepared by coating 5-50 parts by weight of the composition 
comprising 5-40% by weight of vitamin E, 5-50% by weight of vitamin A and 15- 
60% by weight of concentrated natural aloe extract, and 50-95 parts by weight of an 
adhesive in a mixture or in a laminate structure on a earner film 

10 Homeopathic dilutions are often so extreme that they are dismissed by critics as 
being only a placebo effect. The "doses minimae" or indeed the Taw of 
infinitesimality’, describes the fact that the remedy is given in infinitesimal doses, 
thereby reducing the remedy’s toxicity whilst causing it to act in reverse. The 
principle of preparation of infinitesimal dilutions was described in Organon, and has 

15 changed little, even though it is applied industrially today. Each dilution is a 
hundredth of the previous one, and is called the first, fourth, thirtieth, or hundredth 
dilution, depending on the serial order. It is from this process that the name 
“Hahnemann’s centesimal” originates. 

20 According to a first aspect of the invention, we provide a skin care product for topical 
application comprising at least one plant extract present at homeopathic levels. 

Preferably, the plant extract is a component of a homeopathic mix, wherein said 
homeopathic mix constitutes less than 1% w/w of the total composition. 

25 

More preferably, said homeopathic mix constitutes between 0.25% and 0.5% w/w of 
the total composition. 

More preferably still, said homeopathic mix constitutes 0.38% w/w of the total 

30 composition. 
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Preferably the level of the plant extract is in the range from 0.0001% - 0.1% w/w of 
said homeopathic mix. 

Any conventionally known plant extracts may be used, for example, any 
5 homeopathic plant extracts. 

In a preferred embodiment of this invention, the plant extracts are selected from the 
group consisting of; calendula spp, aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, 
hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp. 

10 

More preferably still, the plant extracts are selected from the group consisting of; 
calendula officianalis, aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, viola tricolor, camphor, 
hamamelis Virginia, vinca minor, articum lappa and nerium oleander. 

15 The plant extracts have been derived from a number of sources that have already 
proven and defined homeopathic properties. 

Calendula ( calendula officianalis ) with the common name of Marigold is a 
herbaceous ann ual with yellow petals. It is a member of the Compositae family and is 
20 native to Europe and naturalized in the United States. The Calendula plant contains 
essential oils, carotenoids, calenduline, lycopene, saponins, and resins. Calendula's 
useage is mostly topical in ointments or cremes for skin rashes, abrasions, minor 
bums, and eczemic conditions. 

25 There are over 200 different species of Aloe, but of these only four are recognized as 
being of nutritional value to humans and animals. Aloe barbadensis, with the 
common names of Aloe Vera or Bum plant Aloe is a stemless, stoloniferous, clump- 
forming plant the medicinal properties of which have been known for some 3500 
years ago. The plant was widely used by the Chinese, Egyptians, Greeks and Romans 
30 for healing skin-associated problems such as wounds, rashes, skin irritations, 
sunburns but also for headaches and stomach complaints. The medicinal properties 
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are found in the resinous sap or yellow juice of the leaves, which contains a mixture 
of phenolic compounds and polysaccharides, considered to have a soothing and anti- 
inflammatory effect, which has led them to be used in different cosmetic creams and 
moisturizers as well as shampoos. 

5 

Thuya Occidentalis with the common name of Cedar Leaf is characterised by its 
medicinal properties of being an antiseptic, astringent, emollient, expectorant, 
10 fungicide, insecticide, sedative, and tonic. It has been shown that chronic conditions 
such as dermatitis or psoriasis can be diminished, as well as seborrhea of the scalp, 
dandruff and alopecia. 

Arctium lappa having the common name of Burdock is considered as a remedy for 
15 eczema, psoriasis, dandruff, rheumatic complaints and cystitis. 

Viola tricolor having the common name of violet contains; saponins, salicylates, 
alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins and mucilage (a plant exude containing protein and 
carbohydrates), and has been widely used for the treatment of eczema, rashes, 
20 psoriasis, acne, skin irritations and itching. 

Camphor is a white crystalline substance obtained from the evergreen tree 
Cinnamonum camphora. Camphor has a strong, penetrating, fragrant odour, a bitter 
pungent taste and is slightly cold to the touch like menthol leaves. Camphor is often 
25 used internally for its calming influence in hysteria, nervousness, neuralgia and 
diarrhoea and externally as a counter-irritant in rheumatisms, sprains, bronchitis, and 
inflammatory conditions. 

Vinca minor is commonly referred to' as the lesser or dwarf periwinkle; its actions 
30 relating to the skin include being analgesic, anti-bacterial, anti-microbial, anti- 
inflammatory, and an astrigent. 
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Hamamelis virginiana is commonly referred to as witch hazel and it contains varying 
amounts of active compounds such as flavorioids, tannins (hamamelitannin and 
proanthocyanidins), small amounts of volatile oil, and other components, which may 
be responsible for its astringent action. 

5 

The evergreen shrub Nerium Oleander or commonly called Rose Laurel or Oleander 
contains the ingredients oleandrin and nerioside. These ingredients are highly toxic 
at herbal levels but homeopathically are used to treat itching, bleeding and/or 
chapped skin. 

1° 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, wherein said 
skin product is a cleansing balm, and said cleansing balm contains calendula 
officinalis and at least one other plant extract selected from the group consisting of; 
aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, 
15 camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% 
w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

More preferably, the cleansing balm contains calendula officinalis and at least one 
other plant extract from the group consisting of; aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, 
20 articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and 
nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

More preferably still, the cleansing balm contains calendula officinalis and thuya 
25 occidentalis at 0.01 % and 0.0001% w/w respectively of said homeopathic mix. 

In a second preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, 
wherein said skin product is a face mask, and said face mask contains thuya 
occidentalis and at least one other plant extract selected from the group consisting of; 
30 aloe spp, calendula spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum 
spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001- 
0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 
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More preferably, the face mask contains thuya occidentalis and at least one other 
plant extract from the group consisting of; aloe barbadensis, calendula officinalis, 
articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and 
5 nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

More preferably still, the face mask contains thuya occidentalis and camphor at 
0.0001% and 0.01% w/w respectively of said homeopathic mix. 

10 

In a third preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, wherein 
the sVin product is a purifying wipe, and said purifying wipe is a tissue impregnated 
with extracts of calendula officinalis and at least one other plant extract selected from 
the group consisting of; aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, 
15 vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said plant extracts are 
present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

More preferably, the purifying wipe is a tissue impregnated with calendula officinalis 
and at least one other plant extract from the group consisting of; aloe barbadensis, 
20 thuya occiden talis , articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, 
camphor and nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% 
w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

More preferably still, the purifying wipe is a tissue impregnated with calendula 
25 officinalis and aloe barbadensis both at 0.01% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

In a fourth preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, 
wherein said skin product is a moisturiser for oily skin for use in the mornings, and 
said moisturiser contains extracts of calendula officinalis and at least one other plant 
30 extract selected from the group consisting of; aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola 
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spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein 
said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

More preferably, the moisturiser contains calendula officinalis and at least one other 
5 plant extract from the group consisting of; aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, 
articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and 
nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

10 More preferably still, the moisturiser contains calendula officinalis and articum lappa 
both at 0.01% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

In a fifth preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, wherein 
said skin product is a moisturiser for oily skin for use in the evenings, and said 
15 moisturiser contains extracts of calendula officinalis and at least one other plant 
extract selected from the group consisting of; aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola 
spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein 
said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

20 More preferably, the moisturiser contains calendula officinalis and at least one other 
plant extract from the group consisting of; aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, 
articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and 
nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

25 

More preferably still, the moisturiser contains calendula officinalis and articum lappa 
both at 0.01% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

In a sixth preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, wherein 
30 said skin product is a moisturiser for dry skin for use in the mornings, wherein said 
moisturiser contains extracts of at least one plant extract selected from the group 
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consisting of; calendula spp, aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis 
spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said plant extracts 
are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

5 More preferably, the moisturiser contains at least one other plant extract from the 
group consisting of; calendula officinalis, aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, 
articum lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and 
nerium oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

10 

More preferably still, the moisturiser contains viola tricolor 0.001% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

In a seventh preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, 
15 wherein said skin product is a moisturiser for dry skin for use in the evenings, 
wherein said moisturiser contains extracts of at least one plant extract selected from 
the group consisting of; calendula spp, aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, 
hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said 
plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

20 

More preferably, said moisturiser contains at least one plant extract from the group 
consisting of; calendula officinalis, aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentalis, articum 
lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and nerium 
oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
25 homeopathic mix. 

More preferably still, the moisturiser contains calendula officinalis at 0.01% w/w of 
said homeopathic mix. 

30 In an eighth preferred embodiment of the invention, a skin product is provided, 
wherein said skin product is an intensive therapy serum, wherein said serum contains 

8 

BNSDOCID: <WO 03075862A2 J_> 




WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 



at least one plant extract selected from the group consisting of; calendula spp, aloe 
spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, 
camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% 
w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

More preferably, said serum contains at least one plant extract from the group 
consisting of; calendula officinalis, aloe barbadensis, thuya occidentals, articum 
lappa, viola tricolor, hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, camphor and nerium 
oleander, wherein said plant extracts are present at 0.001-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 



More preferably still, the serum contains articum lappa, hamamelis virginiana, vinca 
minor and nerium oleander at 0.01%, 0.01, 0.01 and 0.001% w/w respectively, of 
said homeopathic mix. 



According to a second aspect of the invention, we provide the use of a homeopathic 
level of a plant extract in a skin care product for topical application comprising at 
least one plant extract present at homeopathic levels. 

According to a third aspect of the invention, we provide a method of manufacture of 
a skin care product for topical application, wherein said skin care product comprises 
at least one plant extract present at homeopathic levels. 

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, we provide a method of treatment, 
wherein skin care product comprising at least one plant extract at homeopathic levels 
is topically applied to the skin to treat the ageing process. 

According to a fifth aspect of the invention, we provide a delivery device for the 
topical delivery of said skin care product to the skin. 
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Preferably this delivery device is a tissue impregnated with calendula spp and aloe 
spp at levels less than 0.1 %w/w of the total homeopathic mix. 

More preferably this delivery device is a tissue impregnated with calendula 
5 officinalis and aloe barbadensis at levels less than 0.01%w/w of the total 
homeopathic mix. 

The invention will now be illustrated by way of example only. 
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Propylparaben (0.4%), 
Polassium Sorbatc (0.08%), 



WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 
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PRODUCT INFORMATION PACK 
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Viola Tricolor (0.001%), 
Petrolatum (0.0001%) 



WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 
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EXAMPLE 4 CONTINUED. 
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RAW MATERIAL INC! ADOPTED NAME: RAW MATE RIAL TRADE NAME; PERCENT : 

C Btt ft 

ATOOOO Aqua (100%) PURIFIED WATER 71.04750 

ATOI76 Carbomer (100%) CAR0OPOL ETD 2001 0.20000 

ATO505 Melhylparaben (100%) NIPAGIN M I METHYL PARABEN USP 0.20000 
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EXAMPLE 5 CONTINUED.. 



WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 
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EXAMPLE 6 CONTINUED.. 



WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 
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AT0293 Propylene Glycol (50%), 2/03285 1 EXTRAP0NE GINKGO BIL0BA 1 .00000 

Aqua (37.5%), 

Ginkgo Biloba (10%), 

Lactic Acid (1.8%), 




EXAMPLE 6 CONTINUED 



BNSDOCID: <WO_ 
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Ocinfum Basilicum (0.5%) 
Artemisia Vulgaris (0.5%) 



WO 03/075862 



PCT/GB03/00993 




AT0264 OcljJdecanol (100%) BUTANOL G / ISOFOL 20 10.00000 

AT0213 Com Starch Modified (100%) DRY-FLO AF PURE 1.00000 
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AT037I Alcohol (99.9898%), HOMOEOPATHIC MIX I 0.36000 

Calendula Officinalis (0.01%), 




EXAMPLE 7 CONTINUED 



WO 03/075862 
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AT0234 Divinyldimcthiconc/Dimclhicone Copolymer (61%), DC HMW 2220 NON-IONIC EMULSION 5.00000 

Cl 2- 13 Parelh-3 (1.5%), 

Cl 2-1 3 Paretli-23 (2%), 




EXAMPLE 8 CONTINUED: 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A skin care product comprising at least one plant extract characterised in that 
said plant extract is present at less than homeopathic levels. 

5 

2. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said plant extract is a 
component of a homeopathic mix, wherein said homeopathic mix constitutes less 
than 1 % w/w of said skin care product. 

10 3. A skin care product according to claim 2, wherein said homeopathic mix 

constitutes less than 0.5% of said skin care product. 

4. A skin care product according to claim 3, wherein said homeopathic mix 
constitutes 0.38% w/w of said skin care product. 

15 

5. A skin care product according to claim 1 wherein said plant extract is present 
at a homeopathic level of less than 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

6. A skin care product according to claim 5, wherein said homeopathic level is 
20 in the range of 0.0001% - 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

7. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said plant extracts are 
selected from the group comprising; calendula spp, aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, 
viola spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp. 

25 

8. A skin care product according to claim 7 wherein said calendula spp is 
calendula officinalis. 

9. A skin care product according to claim 8, wherein calendula officinalis is 
30 present at a level of 0.000 1 -0. 1 % w/w of said homeopathic mix. 
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10. A skin care product according to claim 9, wherein calendula officinalis is 
present at a level of 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

11. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein the aloe spp is aloe 
5 barbadensis. 

12. A skin care product according to claim 11, wherein aloe barbadensis is 
present at a level of 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

10 13. A skin care product according to claim 12, wherein aloe barbadensis is 

present at a level of 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

14. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein the thuya spp is thuya 
occidentalis. 

15 

15. A skin care product according to claim 14, wherein thuya occidentalis is 
present at a level of 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

16. A skin care product according to claim 15, wherein thuya occidentalis is 
20 present at a level of 0.0001% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

17. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein the articum spp is articum 
lappa. 

25 18. A skin care product according to claim 17, wherein articum lappa is present at 

a level of 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

19. ' A skin care product according to claim 18, wherein articum lappa is-present at 

a level of 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

30 
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20. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein the viola spp is viola 
tricolor. 

21. A skin care product according to claim 20, wherein viola tricolor is present at 
5 a level of 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

22. A skin care product according to claim 21, wherein viola tricolor is present at 
a level of 0.001% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

10 23. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein camphor is present at a 

level of 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

24. A skin care product according to claim 23, wherein camphor is present at a 
level of 0.01% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

15 

25. A skin care product according to claim 7, wherein said plant extract is 
selected from hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, articum lappa and nerium oleander. 

26. A skin care product which comprises a plurality of plant extracts. 

20 

27. A skin care product according to claim 26, wherein the plant extract 
component comprises an extract from a calundula spp in combination with an extract 
selected from the group consisting aloe spp, thuya spp, articum spp, viola spp, 
hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein 

25 individual extracts are present at less than 0.1% of said homeopathic mix. 

28. A skin care product according to claim 27, wherein calendula officinalis is in 
combination with an extract selected from the'group consisting aloe spp, thuya spp, - 
articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and 

30 nerium spp, wherein individual extracts are present at less than 0.1% of said mix . 
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29. A skin care product according to claim 28, wherein said calendula officinalis 
is in combination with thuya occidentalis. 

30. A skin care product according to claim 29, wherein said calendula officinalis 
5 and thuya occidentalis extracts are present at between 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said 

homeopathic mix. 

31. A skin care product according to claim 30, wherein said calendula officinalis 
is present at 0.01% w/w and said thuya occidentalis extract is present at 0.0001% 

10 w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

32. A skin care product according to claim 28, wherein calendula officinalis is in 
combination with aloe barbadensis. 

15 33. A skin care product according to claim 32, wherein said calendula officinalis 

and said aloe barbadensis extracts are present at between 0.01%-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

34. A skin care product according to claim 33, wherein said calendula officinalis 
20 and said aloe barbadensis extracts are present at 0.01% w/w of said homeopathic 

mix. 

35. A skin care product according to claim 28, wherein calendula officinalis is in 
combination with articum lappa. 

25 

36. A skin care product according to claim 35, wherein said calendula officinalis 

and said articuni lappa extracts are present at between 0.01%-0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

30 37. A skin care product according to claim 36, wherein said calendula officinalis 

and said articum lappa extracts are present at 0.01 %w/w of said homeopathic mix. 
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38. A skin care product according to claim 26, wherein said plant extract 
comprises an extract from a thuya spp in combination with an extract selected from 
the group consisting calendula spp, aloe spp, articum spp, viola spp, hamamelis spp, 
vinca spp, articum spp, camphor spp and nerium spp, wherein individual extracts are 
present at less than 0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

39. A skin care product according to claim 38, wherein said thuya extract is thuya 
occidentalis. 

40. A skin care product according to claim 39, wherein said thuya occidentalis is 
in combination with camphor. 

41. A skin care product according to claim 40, wherein said thuya occidentalis 
and said camphor extracts are present at between 0.000 1%-01% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

42. A skin care product according to claim 41, wherein said thuya occidentalis is 
present at 0.0001% w/w and said camphor extracts is present at 0.1% w/w of said 
homeopathic mix. 

43. A skin care product according to claim 26, wherein the plant extract 
comprises a combination of at least 2 selected from the following group; hamamelis 
virginiana, vinca minor, articum lappa and nerium oleander. 

44. A skin care product according to claim 43, wherein the plant extract 
comprises hamamelis virginiana, vinca minor, articum lappa and nerium oleander 
present between 0.0001-0.1% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 
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45. A skin care product according to claim 44, wherein the plant extract 
comprises hamamelis virginiana at 0.01% w/w, vinca minor at 0.01% w/w, articum 
lappa at 0.01% w/w and nerium oleander at 0.001% w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

5 46. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said skin care product is a 

skin cleanser. 

47. A skin care product according to claim 46, wherein said skin cleanser is a 
cleansing balm. 

10 

48. A skin care product according to claim 47, wherein said cleansing balm 
contains at least one plant extracts according to claim 26. 

49. A skin care product according to claim 48, wherein said the plant extracts are 
15 calendula officinalis and thuya occidentalis according to claims 29-31. 

50. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said skin care product is a 
skin moisturiser. 

20 51. A skin care product according to claim 50, wherein said skin moisturiser is 

for dry skin. 

52. A skin care product according to claim 50, wherein said skin moisturiser is 
for oily skin. 

25 

53. A skin care product according to claim 51, wherein said moisturiser for dry 
skin contains at least one plant extract according to claim 26. 

54. A skin care product according to claim 53, wherein said plant extract is from 
30 a calendula spp according to claims 8-10. 
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55. A skin care product according to claim 53, wherein said plant extract is from 
a viola spp according to claims 20-22. 

56. A skin care product according to claim 52, wherein said skin moistunser for 
5 oily skin contains at least one plant extract according to claim 26. 

57. A skin care product according to claim 56, wherein said plant extracts are 
calendula spp and articum spp according to claims 35-37. 

10 58. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said skin care product is a 

face mask. 

59. A skin care product according to claim 58, wherein said face mask contains at 
least one plant extract according to claim 26. 

15 

60. A skin care product according to claim 59, wherein said plant extracts are 
camphor spp and thuya spp according to claims 40-42. 

61. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said skin care product is a 
20 tissue impregnated with at least one plant extract according to claim 26. 

62. A syin care product according to claim 61 wherein said tissue is impregnated 
with calendula spp and aloe spp according to claims 32-34. 

25 63. A skin care product according to claim 1, wherein said skin care product is a 

serum containing at least one plant extract according to claim 26. 

64. A skin care product according to -claim 63, wherein said scram contains 
hamamelis spp, vinca spp, articum spp and nerium spp according to claims 43-45. 

30 
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65. The use of homeopathic levels of plant extracts in the manufacture of skin 
care products for topical application according to claim 1 . 

66. A method of manufacture of a skin care product for topical application, 
5 wherein said skin care product comprises at least one plant extract present at 

homeopathic levels according to claim 1 . 

67. A method of treatment, wherein said skin care product according to claim 1 is 
topically applied to the skin to treat the ageing process. 

10 

68. A delivery device for the topical delivery of said skin care product to the skin. 

69. A delivery device according to claim 68, wherein said delivery device is a 
tissue impregnated with calendula spp and aloe spp at levels less than 0.1%w/w of 

1 5 said homeopathic mix. 

70. A delivery device according to claim 69, wherein said delivery device is a 
tissue impregnated with calendula officinalis and aloe barbadensis at levels less than 
0.01 %w/w of said homeopathic mix. 

20 

71. A skin care product containing at least one plant extract at a homeopathic 
level, substantially as described with reference to the accompanying examples. 



25 




WO 03/075862 A3 IIIIIIIIIM 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



BNSDOCID: <WO_ 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 
Internationa] Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
18 September 2003 (18.09.2003) 




PCT 




(10) International Publication Number 

WO 03/075862 A3 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : A61K 7/48 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/GB03/00993 

(22) International Filing Date: 10 March 2003 (10.03.2003) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 

(30) Priority Data: 

0205504.4 8 March 2002 (08.03.2002) GB 

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): ACCAN- 
TIA HOLDINGS LIMITED [GB/GB]; Alum Rock Road, 
Birmingham B8 3DZ (GB). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): HEBDITCH, Paul 
[GB/GB]; 3 Elizabeth Way, Uppingham, Rutland LEI 5 
RPQ (GB). CHISHOLM, Helen [GB/GB]; 8 Rockingham 
Road, Cottingham, Leicestershire LE15 8XS (GB). 

(74) Agent: HARRISON GODDARD FOOTE; 31 St 

Saviourgate, York YOl 8NQ (GB). 



(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 
AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, 
CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, 
GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, 
LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, 
MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, 
SG, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, 
VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW. 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM, 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), 
Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European patent (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, 
ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, RO, 
SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, Cl, CM, 
GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— with international search report 

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

11 December 2003 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations . refer to the " Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations*' appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



(54) Title: FORMULATION 

(57) Abstract: There is described a skin care product comprising at least one plant extract characterised in that said plant extract is 
present at less than homeopathic levels. 



,03075B62A3_l_> 





PCT/GB 03/00993 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A61K7/48 



According to International Patent Classification ((PC) or to both national classification and (PC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A61K 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included In the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ, BIOSIS, CHEM ABS Data 



1 C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category • 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


EP 0 351 766 A (B0ERNER HARR0 MED 


1-6, 




K0MMUNIKAT) 24 January 1990 (1990-01-24) 


50-52, 

65-67 




example 9 




X 


DE 198 53 919 A (WIRTH WOLFGANG) 


1-6,65, 




25 May 2000 (2000-05-25) 
the whole document 


66 



X 



FR 2 571 256 A (CHICOURI MARCEL) 
11 April 1986 (1986-04-11) 
page 1, line 23 - line 26 



1-6,65, 

66 



X 



FR 2 739 027 A (REVEILLAUD MICHELE) 
28 March 1997 (1997-03-28) 
the whole document 



1-6,65, 

66 



1 



X 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



° Special categories of ciled documents : 



•A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

•E* earfier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

■L“ document which may throw doubts on priorfly ciaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of anolher 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'D* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



8 August 2003 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5816 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
TeL (+31 -70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 






ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



"T* later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

•X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

•V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to Involve an Inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments. such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 

•&* document member of the same patent family 



Date of mailing of the International search report 



09/09/2003 



Authorized officer 



Fischer, J.P. 



Form PCT/1SA/21D (second sheet) (July 1992) 



BNSDOC1D: <WO 03075B62A3J_> 



page 1 of 3 






INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


PCT/GB 03/00993 


I C .(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 






Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 




Relevant to claim No. 


X 


US 5 795 573 A (PARADISE LOU) 




1-6,65, 




18 August 1998 (1998-08-18) 
the whole document 




66 


X 


US 6 207 163 B1 (HIBBERT LEONIE JENNIFER 




1-6, 




ET AL) 27 March 2001 (2001-03-27) 
the whole document 




50-52, 

65-67 


X 


FR 2 666 228 A (ROUX NICOLE ;R0UX JEAN 
MARC (FR)) 6 March 1992 (1992-03-06) 
the whole document 




1-7,25, 

65-67 


X 


FR 2 618 677 A (BESN0UIN DIDIER) 
3 February 1989 (1989-02-03) 

the whole document 




1-7, 

14-16, 

65,66 


X 


EP 0 569 667 A (AHMAD KHALIL) 
18 November 1993 (1993-11-18) 
the whole document 




1-6,65, 

66 


X 


DE 196 22 708 A (TOMIC D0BRIV0JE) 

11 December 1997 (1997-12-11) 

page 2, line 21 - line 33; claims 1-9; 
example 4 




1-10, 

25-28, 

65,66 


X 


EP 0 279 382 A (LUNEMANN BRIGITTE) 
24 August 1988 (1988-08-24) 
the whole document 




1-6,65, 

66 


X 


DE 43 13 383 A (TRAUNBAUER ADOLF 
; TRAUNBAUER EDITH (DE)) 

27 October 1994 (1994-10-27) 
the whole document 




1-6,65, 

66 


X 


FR 2 695 318 A (METSADA ALBERT) 
11 March 1994 (1994-03-11) 
the whole document 




1-6, 

65-67 


p,x 


WO 02 060398 A (COLEMAN GEORGE) 
8 August 2002 (2002-08-08) 
claims 1-14 




1-7,25 


X 


DR. RUTH LEVER: "The homeopathic 

treatment of skin conditions" 

MIDWIFE, HEALTH VISITOR & COMMUNITY NURSE, 
vol . 21, no. 4, April 1985 (1985-04), page 
134 XP008020453 
the whole document 

-/- 




1-8, 

50-54, 

65-67 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (continue Ion of seoond sheet) (July 1992) 



BNSDOCID: <WO 03075862A3J_> 



page 2 of 3 




PCT/6B 03/00993 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



C.(Contlnuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


DATABASE WPI 

Section Ch, Week 199644 

Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; 

Class B04, AN 1996-441498 

XP002250710 

& RU 2 053 265 C (LOENKO YU N), 

27 January 1996 (1996-01-27) 
abstract 


1-6,65, 

66 


X 


DATABASE MEDLINE ‘Online! 

US NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE (NLM), 
BETHESDA, MD, US; 

VERBUTA ET AL.: "Research to achieve a 
homeopathic lotion” 

Database accession no. NLM9455422 

XP002250708 

abstract 


1-8,65, 

66 


X 


DATABASE MEDLINE ‘Online! 

US NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE (NLM), 
BETHESDA, MD, US; 

HILL ET AL.: "The efficacy of pRRRIkweg 
gel In the treatment of Insect bites: a 
double-blind, placebo-controlled clinical 
trial” 

Database accession no. NLM8861830 

XP002250709 

abstract 


1-7,65, 

66 



Form PCT/15A/210 (continuation-** second sheet) (July 1882} 



page 3 of 3 



RNSOOOID: <WO 



0307S862A3 I > 




PCT/GB 03/00993 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Patent document 
cited In search report 




Publication 

date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 

date 


EP 0351766 


A 


24-01-1990 


DE 


3824370 A1 


25-01-1990 








EP 


0351766 A2 


24-01-1990 


DE 19853919 


A 


25-05-2000 


DE 


19853919 A1 


25-05-2000 


FR 2571256 


A 


11-04-1986 


FR 


2571256 A2 


11-04-1986 


FR 2739027 


A 


28-03-1997 


FR 


2739027 A1 


28-03-1997 








WO 


9711679 A1 


03-04-1997 


US 5795573 


A 


18-08-1998 


NONE 






US 6207163 


B1 


27-03-2001 


AT 


195874 T 


15-09-2000 








AU 


3601395 A 


02-05-1996 








WO 


9611015 A1 


18-04-1996 








CA 


2201115 A1 


18-04-1996 








CN 


1160353 A 


24-09-1997 








DE 


69518655 D1 


05-10-2000 








DE 


69518655 T2 


03-05-2001 








DK 


783315 T3 


18-12-2000 








EP 


0783315 A1 


16-07-1997 








ES 


2151609 T3 


01-01-2001 








GR 


3034935 T3 


28-02-2001 








JP 


10509133 T 


08-09-1998 








NZ 


293541 A 


26-08-1998 








PT 


783315 T 


31-01-2001 








RU 


2153883 C2 


10-08-2000 


FR 2666228 


A 


06-03-1992 


FR 


2666228 A1 


06-03-1992 


FR 2618677 


A 


03-02-1989 


FR 


2618677 A1 


03-02-1989 








AT 


78168 T 


15-08-1992 








AU 


2135688 A 


01-03-1989 








CA 


1327318 C 


01-03-1994 








CN 


1031654 A 


15-03-1989 








DE 


3872881 D1 


20-08-1992 








DE 


3872881 T2 


04-03-1993 








EP 


0378549 A1 


25-07-1990 








ES 


2013342 A6 


01-05-1990 • 








NO 


8900858 A1 


09-02-1989 








OP 


2504389 T 


13-12-1990 








NZ 


225640 A 


28-11-1989 








PT 


88145 A ,B 


30-06-1989 








ZA 


8805590 A 


28-03-1990 


EP 0569667 


A 


18-11-1993 


DE 


4204255 A1 


19-08-1993 








DE 


4207636 A1 


16-09-1993 








DE 


4216269 A1 


10-02-1994 








DE 


4218209 A1 


21-04-1994 








DE 


4221818 A1 


30-06-1994 








DE 


4234616 A1 


01-09-1994 








DE 


4238509 A1 


19-05-1994 








EP 


0569667 A2 


18-11-1993 








DE 


4212885 A1 


25-11-1993 








DE 


4330597 A1 


16-03-1995 








DE 


4312109 A1 


20-10-1994 


DE 19622708 


A 


11-12-1997 


DE 


19622708 A1 


11-12-1997 



Form PCT/lSA/210 {patent tarnlly annex) (July 1992) 



BNSDOCID: <WO 03075B62A3_I_> 



page 1 of 2 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PCT/GB 03/00993 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 


Patent family 


date 


member(s) 



Publication 

date 



DE 19622708 


A 




AT 


234105 T 


15-03-2003 








AU 


3170997 A 


05-01-1998 








BR 


9709539 A 


10-08-1999 








CA 


2257559 A1 


11-12-1997 








DE 


19780509 D2 


05-08-1999 








DE 


59709512 D1 


17-04-2003 








WO 


9746246 A1 


11-12-1997 








EP 


0914138 A1 


12-05-1999 








JP 


2000514414 T 


31-10-2000 


EP 0279382 


A 


24-08-1988 


DE 


3705151 A1 


01-09-1988 








AT 


65916 T 


15-08-1991 








DE 


3864034 D1 


12-09-1991 








EP 


0279382 A2 


24-08-1988 








US 


5006338 A 


09-04-1991 


DE 4313383 


A 


27-10-1994 


DE 


4313383 A1 


27-10-1994 


FR 2695318 


A 


11-03-1994 


IL 


103101 A 


18-03-1997 








FR 


2695318 A1 


11-03-1994 








US 


5384123 A 


24-01-1995 


W0 02060398 


A 


08-08-2002 


WO 


02060398 A1 


08-08-2002 


RU 2053265 


C 


27-01-1996 


RU 


2053265 Cl 


27-01-1996 




Form PCTflSA/210 (patent iamfly annex) (July 1992) 



page 2 of 2 



oMcsnrv^rn- <-wo 



nsn7Sfifi?A3 I > 



